e ——4Jer @il eienmstances the absolule ne-

e e gt TR S e i S Tl B T

-
¥

-

The Press and Banner.

BY HUGH WILSON.

T TABBEVILLE, N. O,

FORMALLY ACCEPTS.

BRYAN'SLETTER TO THE DEMOCRAT-
IC NOTIFICATION COMMITTEE.

He Takes Up the Platform and Carefully
Deals With Tt Section by Sectlon-An Ex-

ceedingly Strong Campnlgn Paper.

LincoLN, Neb., Sept. 9 - Mr. Bryan
icday made public his letter accepling
the Democratic nomination. Its full
text foillows: Hon. Stephen M. While

and other members of the notilica-

tion commitlee of the Demacralie
commilles,

(ientlemen: I accepl the nomina-
tion tendered by you on behalf of the
Demoecratic parly, and in so doing de-
sire io assure you that I fully appreei
ate the high honor which such nomina-
tion confers and the grave responsibili
ties which accompany an election Lo
the Presidency of the United Stales.
Yo deeply am I impressed with the
magnitude of the power vesled by the
Constilution in the chief executive of
the pation and with the enormous in-
fluence which be can wield for the
benefit or injury of the people that
1 wish toenter the oflice, il elected,
free from apy personal desire, except
the desire to prove worthy of the con-
fidence of my country. Human judg-
ment is fallible enough when unbiased
by selfish corsiderations, and in order
that I mey not be tempted tousethe
patrenage of an office to advance any
personal ambition, I hereby announce,
with all the emphasis which words
can express, my lixed delermination
not, underany circumstances, lo be a
candidate for re-eleclion in case the
campaign resulls in my election.

1 have carefully considered, the plat-
form adopted by tbe Democratic na-
tional convention and unqualiliedly
endorse every plank therein,

Our institutions rest upon the posi-
tion that all men, being created equal,
are entitled to equal consideration at
thehandsof thegovernment. Because
all men are created equal it follows
that no citizen has a rightto injure
another citizen. The main purpose of
government being to protect all citi-
zens in the enjoyment of life, liberty
and the pursuit of bappiness, this pur-

must lead the government, first,
to avoid acts of affimative injustice,
and, second, to restrain each citizen
from trespassing upon the rights of
any other citizen. A Democratic
form of govenment is conductive to
bighest civilization because it opens
before each individual tL.e greatest op-
rtunities for development and stimu-
ates to the hiﬁhest endeavor by insur-
ing to each the full enjoyment o. all
the rewards of toil, except such contri-
bution as is necessary to support the
government which protects him. De-
mocracy is indifferent to pedigree—it
deals with the individual rather than
with hisancestors. Demccracy ignores
differences in wealth—neither riches
nor poverty can be involved in behalf
of or against any citizen. Demccracy
knows no creed—-recognizing the right
of each individual to worship God ac-
cording to the dictates of his own con-
scier ce, it welcomes alltoa common
brotherhood and guarantees equal
freatment to all, no maltterin what
characier or through what forms they
commune with their Creator.

Having discussed portions of the
platform at the time of ils adoption
and again when its letter of nolifcation
was formerly delivered, it will not be
necessary al this time to touch upon
all thesubjects embraced in its declara-
tious. Honest differences of opinion
Lave eyer existed and ever will exist
as to the most effective meavs of secur-
ing domestic tranquilily, but no citizen
fails to recognize at all tim:s and un-

cessily for the promptand vigorous
enforcemen! of law and the preserva-
tion of the public pescs.  1nagovern-
mwent like ours, law is but the crysta
lization of the will uf the people; with-
out 1t the citizen is neilher secure in
the enjoyment of life and liberty, nor
proticted in the pursuit of happiness.
Without obediexcs to law, govern:
ment is impossible.  The Demc ¢ratic
party is pledged to defend the Consti-
tution and enforce tne laws of the
United States, and it is also pledged to
protect and defend the dual scheme of
government instituted by the found-
ers of the republic. The name Uniled
States was bappily chosen. IL com-
bives the ides of walicnsl strenglh
with the idea of local self-sovernment
and suggests an ‘'indissoluble union of
indestructible States."”

Our wise forefalhers, fearing LhLe
tendeney toward centialization as well
ss the dangers of disintegration, guard-
ed against both, and national safety as
well as domestic security is to be
found in the careful observance of the
Jimitations which they impose. It
will be noticed that while the United
3tates guarantees to every State a re-
publican from government and is em-
powered to protect each State against
invasion, it is not authorized to inter-
fere in the domestic atfairs of any State
except upon application of the legisla
ture of the State, or upon the applica-
tion of ithe execulive when the legisla-
ture cannot be convened. This provi-
sion rests upon the sound theory that
the people of the State, acting through
their legally chosen represeuntatives,
are because of their more intimate ac
quaintance with lceal ¢onditions, bet:
ter quslified than the President to
judge of the necessily for federal inter-
ference. Those who framed our (lon-
stitution wisly determined to make as
broad an application of the peingiph
of local self government as circum
staers would  permit, and we cannol
dispute thecorrectoess of the position
tuken by themn withoul expressing a
distrust of the people thewselves.

Siuce governmentls exists for the
protection of the rights of the people
und mnot for their spoliation, no ex-
penditure of public money can be jus-
tified, unless that expenditure is nec-
essary for the honest, economical ad-
ministration of the government. In
determining what appropriations are
necessary, the interest of th-se who
pay the taxes should be consulted
rather than the wishes of those who
réceive or dishurse public moneys.

" An increase in the bonded debt of
the United States at this time isen-
tirely withcut excuse. The issue of
interest bearing bonds within the last
few years has Leen defended on the
ground that they were necessary to
secure gold with which to redeem
United gl.lles notes and treasury notes;
but this necessity has been imaginary

rather then real. Instead of exercis-

ted States toredcem its bondsin either
gold or silver. the executive branch of
the goverument has followed a prece-
dent established by a former adminis-
tration and surrendered the option to
ihe holder of the obligations. This
administrative policy leaves the gov-
ernment at the mercy of those who
find pecuniary profit in bond issues.
The fact that the dealers in money
and securities have been ab'e to de-
plete or protect the treasury according
to their changing whims shows how
dangerous it 1s to permit them to ex-
ercise a controlling influence over the
treasury department. The government
of the United States, when administer-
ed in the interest of all the people, is
able to establish and maintain its own
tinancial policy, not only without the
aid of syndicutes, but in spite of any
opposition which the syndicate may
exerl. To assert that the government
is dependent npon Lhe assistance or
zood will of a portion of the people
other than a constitulional majority,
is Lo assert that we have a government
in form, b.t without vilal force.

The position taken by the plalform
against the issue of paper money by
national banks is supp°ried by the
highest Democratic authorily as well
as demonstrited by the inlerest of the
people. Th+ present attempl of the
national banks to force the retirement
of United States notes und treasury
notes 1n order Lo secure a basis fora
larger is-ue ot their own notes, illus-
irates the danger which urises from
permitling them to issue their paper
as a circulating medium. The nation-
al bank note being redeemable in law-
ful money, has never been better than
the United States note which stands
behind it, and yet the banks persisi-
ently demand that these United States
notes which draw no interest shall
give place Lo interest bearing bonds in
order that the banks may collect the
interest which the people now save.
To empower national banks to issue
circulating notes is to grant a valua-
ble privilege to a favored class, sur;
render Lo private corporations the con-
trol over the volume of paper money,
and build up a class which will claim
a vesied interest in the national Gnan-
cial policy. The United States notes,
commonly known as greenbacks, be-
ing redeemable in either gold or silver
at the option of the government and
not at the option of the holder, are
safer and cheaper for the people than
the national bank notes based upon
the interest bearing bonds.

A dignified but firm maintenance of
the foreign policy first set forth by
President Monroe and reiterated by
the Presidents who have succeeded
him, instead of arousing hostility
abroad, is the best guaranive of ami-
cable relations with other nations. It
is better for all concerned that the
United States should resist any exten-
sion of European authority in the
western hemisphere rather than in-
vite the continual irritation which
would necessarily result from any at-
tempt to increase the influence of
monarchical institutions over that
portion of the America which has been
dedicated to Republican government

No nation can afford to be unjust
to its defenders. The care of those
who have suffered in the military and
naval service of the country is a sac-
red duty. A nation which, like the
United States, relied upon volunteer
service rather than upon a large
standing army, adds fo its own securi-
ty when it makes generous provisions
for those who have risked their lives
in its defense, and for thcse who are
dependent upon them. .

bor created capital. Until wealth
is produced by application of brain
and muscle to the resources of this
country, there is nothing to divide
among the non-producing classes of
society. Since the products of wealth
create the nation's prosperity in {ime
of peace and defend the nation’s flag
in time of peril, their interest ought
at all times be considered by those
who sland in official positions. The
Democratic parly has ever found its
voling strength among those who are
proud to be known as the common
people, and it pledges itsell to propos»
and enact such legislation as is neces-
sary to prot-cl the mass:s in the free
exercise of every political right and in
Lbe enjoyment of their just share ol
the rewards of their labor,

I desire to give special emphasis o
the plank which recommends such
legislation as 1s necessary’ io secure
the arbitratian of differences between
employers engaged in interstate com-
merce and their employes. Arbitra-
tions is not a new idea; il is simply an
extension of the court of justice. The
laboring men of the country have ex-
pressed a desire for arbitration and
the railroads cannot reasonably object
to the decisions rendered by an im-
partial tribunal. Bociety has an in-
terest even greater than the interes! of
employes and has a richt to protect
itself by courts of arbitration against
the growing inconveniences and em-
barrassments occasioned by disputes
by those who own the greal arteries
of commeres on the one hand sud the
laborers who operate them on the
other.

While the Democratic party wel-
comes to the country those who come
with love for our institutions and with
determination and ability to con-
tribute to the prosperity of our na-
tion, it is opposed to the dumping of
criminal classes upon "our shores and
to the importation of either pauper or
contract labor Lo compete with Ameri-
can labor,

The recentl abuses which have grown
out of injunction proceedings have
beeu so emphalically condemned by
public opinion that the senate bill pro-
viding for trial by jury in cerlain
contempt cases will meel wilh general
approval.

The Damocratic parly is opposed lo
Lirnsts, [t would be recreant toils
duty to the people ot the counlry il it
recognized either ihe moral or Lhe le
gal right of these greal institutious of
wealth to stifle competition, bankrupl
rivals and then prey upon society.
Corporations are the creatures of law
and they should not be permitted to
pass from under the power that creat:
ed them; they are permitted to exist
upon the theory that they aavanced
the puplic weal and they must not be
allowed to use their powers for the
public injury.

The right of the United States gov-
ernment to regulate interstate com-
merce cannot be questioned, and the
necessity of the vigorous exercise of
that right is becoming more and more
imperative. The inferests of the
whole people require sucn an enlarge-
ment of the powers of the interstate
commerce commission as will enable
itto prevent discrimination between
persons and places and protect patrons
trom unreasonable charges.

The government cannot afford to
discriminate between its debtors and

ing the legal right vested in the Uni-]

must therefore prosecute its legal

claims against the lacilic railroads.
Such a policy is necessary for the pro
tection of the rights of the patrons,
as well as for the interests of the gov-

ernment.
The people of the Umited Slates,

happy in the enjoyment of the bless-
ings a free government, feel a gener-
oussympath toward all wno are en-
deavoring to secure like blessings for
themselves. This sympathy, while re-
specting all treaty obligations, is es-
pecially active and earnest when ex-
cited by the struggling of neighboring
people, who, like the Cubans, are
near enough to observe the workings
of a government which derives all its
authority from the consent of the
governed.

That the American people are nol
in favor of life tenure in the civil ser-
vice is evident from the fact that
they, as a rule, make frequent chang-
es in their official ropresentalives
when those representatives are chos-
en by ballot. A permunent of-
fice-holding class is nol in Larmouy
wilh our institutions. A fixedtermia
appointive offices, excepl where the
Federal Constitulion uow provides
otherwise, would open the public ser-
vice to a larger number of cilizens
without impairing its elliciency.

The territorial form of government is
temporary in its nature and should
give way as soon as the territory is
sufficiently advanced to take ils place
among the States. New Mexico, Okla-
homa and Arizona are entitled to State-
hood and their early admission is de-
manded by their material and voliti-
cal interests. The demand of the
platform that officials appointed to ad-
minister the government of the terito-
ries, the District of Columbia and
Alaska should be bona fide resi-
dents of the territories or District is
entirely in keeping with the Dem-
ocratic theory of home rule, I
am also heartify in sympathy with
the declaration that all public
lands should be reserved for the estab-
lishment of [ree homes for American
citizens.

The policy of improving the great
waterways of the country justified by
the national character of these water-
ways and the enormous tonnage borne
upon them. KExperience has demon-
strated thatcontinuing appropriations
are, in the end more economical than
single appropriations separated by
long intervals,

It is not necessary to discnss thatar-
iff question at this time. Whatever
may be the individual views of citizens
asto the relative merits of protection
and tariff reform, all must recognize
that until the money question is fully
and finally settled the American
ple will not consent to the considera-
tion of any other important question.
Taxation presents a problem which in
some form is continually present, and
a postponement of definite action up-
on it involves no sacrifice of personal
opinion or political principles; but the
crisis presented by financial condi-
tions cannot be W&tponed. Tremen-
dous results will follow the action
taken by the United States on the
money question, and delay is impossi-
ble. The people of this nation, sit-
ting as a high court, must render
judgment in the cause which greed is
prosecuting inst humanity. The
decision will either give hope and in-
spiration to thoss who toil, or *'shut
the doors of mercy on mankind.” In
the presence of this overshadowing is-
sue, differences of opinion upon minor
questions must be laid aside in order
that there may be united action among
those who are determined that prog-
ress toward a universal gold standard
shall be stayed and the gold and silv-
er standard ot the Constitution resort-
ed. W. J. BrYaN,

A Newberry Hanglog.
NEWBERRY, Sept. 4. — Aaron Duflie,
who was convicted at the July, 1896,
term of court of the murder of James
Hargrove, and sentenced by Judge

Witherspoon to be hanged on the 4th of
September 1896, was executed today
at 1L o'clock and thus paid the panal
ty of his crime. Dauflie exhibited
great coolness on the scaffold, Ile
did not llinch from the time he +was
led from his cell to the time the black
cap wasadjusted and the noose fixed
He stepped upon the scatfold with as
much calmness a3 an ordinary man
would takea train, e left his cell
singing and acting very much as ne-
groes act at a revival, and said he was
ready togo. Just before he wasled to
his doom he smoked a cigar which the
sheriff had given him, and thanked
that officer for his kindness. Sheriff
Riser had been very considerate for
the welfare of the condemned man,
and was anxious thal death should be
instantaneous, but the noose slipped at
the drop and the unfortunate man
strangled. He was pronounced dead
by Dr. J. H. McCullough and his
body eul down within 15 minutes af-
ter the springing of the trap. The
rrisousr made no public statement.

n answer Lo a question he said he had
nothing to say. He had previously
stated that he had no intention of kill-
ing Hargroves when he struck the
blow. While the black cap was being
fixed the doomed man, whoin a few
seconds would be in eternity, told the
deputy sheriff’ to be careful in adjust
ing the knot as he wanted it tobe over
without any sr.rugalre The Reys.
F. R, Wallace, M. W. Lomax and
others were with Dailis all the mora-
ing and looked after his spiritual wel-
fare. It will be remembered that Duf-
fie killed young Hargrove on the 26th
of last March nfar Whilmire, Ilar-
grove was guard at the conviel camp
al thetime and Dullia was u conviet
at work. - State,

Hettled a Dispule With Winchoaters,

CorFrFRVILLE, Miss., Sepl. ¥.--W, B,
Johuson and John Wilbourn, two
prominent farmers, fought a duel
with Winclester ritles av 50 yards,
near here today, which resulied in
Johnson's death from four wounds.
An old feud has existed belween (be
men for some Lime and as both are
considered fearless, the death of one
or both has teen expected for some
time. Both men owned adj ining
farms and when they mettoday a quar-
rel arose. There was only one wit-
ness to the affair. Wilbourn and the
witness, Sam Lewis, had been huni-
ing squirrels, and, while returning
home, they met Johuson, armed with
a Winchester rifle. A dispute arose
and Johnson opened fire on Wilbourn
without warning. Wilbourn return-
ed the lire and a regular fusilade was
kept up batween thewm, which rasulted
in Johnsons being pierced by four
balls, Wilbourn escaping withoul in-
jury. Wilbourn has been placed in
jail. He claims that it was a case of
of self-defense. Johnson has many
influential friends and later develop-
ments may change the aspect of the
case. !

LETTING IN MORE LIGHT.

—_——

COMMISSIONER MIXSON REPLILE TO
GOVERNOR EVANY.

Mensrs, W. T. Mixson, 13, H. Evins nnil B
Jullan Yates Now Flgure In the Dixpon-
sary Rebate Scandal---Revalatlons that
WIll Astonlsh the People.

Corumnia, Sept. 7.—The following
leiter was given out lasi night by
Commissioner Mixson:

To the Public:

It was understood between Mr. Trax-
ler and 1nyself if he tendered his res-
ignation before the expiration of his
term as State commissioner, I would
Lo an applicant, and when his resig-
nation was tendered I informed ihe
State board that 1 was before them.
Home sclion of the l.egislature, how:
ever, caused Mr, Traxler Lo re enter
the vace, thusmaking three applicants,
viz: Trax'er of I'lorence, Dukesof
Orangeburg and myself, The election
came oll' some time in January, the
exacl time [ cannol say, as Mr. Gun-
ter, the governor’s privale secretary,
informed me no minutes were kept of
this, the only meeting of the board
held during the year. 1t was generally
known that Traxler's resignation had
gone forward and I was a candidate.
Among my most zealous advocales for
this appointment was Mr. Barnard B.
Kvans, who did me, I think, good
work in securing the election before
the board, speaking in my praise on
every occasion I could hear.

I have iwo sons—J. W, and W, T,
J. W. was at that time about 23 years
old; W. T. about 21. Soon after I had
entered the race my son, W. T., told
me that Mr. B. B, Evans and himself
were talking of going into a deal and
make something off’ of the whiskey in
case I waselected. I told my son that
he could not atford to have anylhing
to do wilth such a deal; it would be
ruinous, and 1 would not buy from
any house that they made arrange:
ments with, Ile informed me after-
wards that he had given up the mat-
ter and had so informed Me, Kvans, I
had no reason to think otherwise.

Some time in January, after my
election, Mr. ITubbell of the Mill Creek
Distilling company, dropped in tosee
me. This was the time Iasked him
for the same whiskies or better; same
prices or less with 5 per cent. off, and
which he so indignantly refused to
give. As stated in a former letter,
however, I did order on2 car of whis:
kies by wire, saying same price; same
whiskey, 5 per cent. off. Ship 25 bar-
reis X Bourbon and 25 barrels XX
Bourbon. This is the only order ever
given Mr. Habbell by me. Iu settling
up Mr. Traxler's balances, Mill Creek
putin a claim fora balance on accu-
mulated interest, of which the public
are already informed, through a letter
of mine and which I paid. This was,
I think, in April, 1895, and is the time
of the sample room offers. Governor
Evans was informed at the time of
that offer and agreed fully with me in
its construction. I am sure that Hub-
bell has never approached me since to
sell his goods.

Only a few days after aisumin%:’he
duties of commissioner, I was in Gov-
ernor Evan's office and he there and
then told me in unmistakaple lan-
guage: “Don't buy from Mill Creek.
The people are saying that Tillman
and Traxler got rebates from them,
and it must be so, else how could Till-
man meet his expenses, with one
daughter in Virginia at school, a son
at Clemson and living as he does.”

Mind now, this took place only in
February, 1895, when we were all
elated over our successes. I went di-
rectly from Governor Evans’ oflice to
that of W. D, Mayfield and thence to
that of D. H. Tompkins and told them
of this conversalion and can furnish
their afildavits, which will disabuse
the minds of the people that I made
this up and told iten Governor Kvans
after I had reasons to be mad with
him, as is said by Senator Tillman.

Senator Tillman also says, **Mixson
has never had the maunliness to either
aflirm or deny.” 1 must ask the sena-
tor if he or Governor Kvans either hah
the manliness to ask of me a confirma-
tion or denial. He (the senator) was
in possession of this change agamnst
him for months before it was made at
Barnwell. He has never asked me to
confirm or deny. Things moved
along smoothly for some time. About
June 1, my two boys entered into a
copartnership under the firm pame of
J. W. Mixson & Co., bicycles, and
the latter part of that month J. W,
went to Cincinnali to keep an appoint-
ment with a bicycle manufacturing
firm, ea his statement herewith:

“(overnor Evans in his letter of yesterday
says: ‘That the two svns of Mixson were ac-
cepting presents from whiskey drummers in
the shape of dismond pins, gold headed
cames, ete,’

“Replying to this, T would say that some
time in the spring of 1845, I think in March
or April, Mr. John C. Yost of the Live Oak
Distilling Company and Mr. Jos. R. Peebles
of the Jos. R. Peebles' Sons Co., both of Cin-
cinnati, were in my fathers's office, At that
time | had my desk and Lypewriter there.
Mr. Yost and Mr. Peebles were introduced to
me along with my father. After a few min-
utes conversatoin, Mr, Yost requested me to
make and send to him at Cincinnati a list of
the dispensaries and the names of the dis-
pensers and their addresses, 1 told him I
would take pleasure in obliging him, sod
some time after thal I made the list request-
ed and mailed same to Mr. Yost's address.
Several daysaflerwards | received a letterof
thanks from Mr. Yost, in which he asked me
if I would be in Columbia at an early day.
I replied that [ would be in Columbia very
soon, and on reaching that place found a
package containing a dinmond ring sent me
ay o present from Mr. Yost. 'This ring 1 am
now wearing. It is snid to e valued at $50.

Now, 4¢ to my visit to Cincinnati at that
time, July, 1895, my brother, W. 'I'. Mixson
and myself were in the bicycle business unider
the firm name of J. W. Mixson & Co. Our
leading wheels were manufactured hy the
Peerless Manufucturing company of Ciuein-
nati, O, of which firm Mr. Charles Bekert of
Cincinnati was the general agent. 1| made
an appointment with Mr. lckert togee him in
Cincinnati oo such a day. Defore leaving
Columbin, however, my brother handed me u
letter to Mer. Yost. Upon inquiry, he told
me that it was commissions on whiskey.
asked him if our father knew anything of the
mutter and he replied in the negative. I
told him I would collect the amouat for him
provided he would drop the matter in the fu-
ture. e told me that he would doso. After
1 completed my business with Mr. Eckert, |
called on Mr. Yost while in Cincinnati and
lie paid me on my brother's written request,
the sum of $740.50, As toany gold-hended
canes or any other presents of any character
| know nothing of. J. W, Mixson."

About the same f{ime my wife and
myself went off on a trip—she had
been at death’s door Wwith typhoid fe-
ver., We remained some 10 days. On
my return, Goveanor Evans mention-
ed to me about J. W.’s trip to Cincin-

nati. . I told him thatJ, W. was his

own man and had a right {o go where
he pleazed unquestioned. It was not
long after this befora I began to hear
of rebates being gotten by me.

Some time in--—, Mr. While of
Cincinnati was in my office and in-
formed me that the Live Oak Distill-
ing company had informed him that
some one here was claiming a com-
mission on goods sold. I wrote Mr.
White the following letter and sent a

copy to the Live Oak le:
" pﬁguat 3, 1895

‘Mr. A. J. Winte, Cincinnati, O.:

Denr Sir: Replying to your inquiry in ref-
erence lo whether or not | know of any per-
son claiming o commission from the Live
Oak Distilling company, I beg to say I do
not know of any parly getting or claiming
any commission whatever, unless yourself,
and should the Live Onk Distilling company be
paying any parly a commission for gelling me
their whigkies they are havinga fraud prac-
ticed on them, as 1'huy from them direct and
from no influence exerted hy any one. Should
I bave reason to think or believe that any
one was praclicing this deception of them I
would notify them at once and ascertnin if
such were o fact, and instruet them that if
they did not cease to pay such commission [
would not buy from them longer. If there

isany commission to be given | wanl it for| X

the State of South Carolina in the way of @is-
connts or lower prices on-goods, and as no
influence bears on me securing these orders,
| think that T should have any commission
that they are disposed to give in the way 1
mention.

Hoping that the above is fully satisfactory
lo you, nad sioce this seems to have arisen 1
will send n copy of this letter to the Live
Onk Distilling company.

Regpectfully,
F. M. Mixson, Commissioner.

I heard nothing from this letter and
supposed that Mr, White's statement
was not correct. Some little time af-

{er this,"Mr, 8. W. Scruggs, who was | boa

wy bookkeeper, asked permission to
go up to Greenville for a few days.
He remained away longer than I ex-
pected, but veturned, I think, on Tues-
day morning. Ile did not report to
the oflice. I saw Hon. D. I. Tomp-
kins during the morning, who told
me that Scruggs had sent for him ear-
ly and informed him that he had been
to Cincinnati and discovered that re-
bates were paid my boys and wanted
to see me at his house. I went imme-
diately to see him and was informed
that such was a fact. I returned to
Mr. Tompkins and so soon as we
could, on the same evening, we went
to the mansion and reported the whole
matter to Governor Evans, the chair-
man of the State board of control.

He stated then emphatically that he
knew nothing of Seruggs’ visit to Cin-
cinnati, and put the question to us:
“Why do you suppose the damned
scoundrel went?’ Governor Evans
told us to say nothing of the matter to
anyone, but keep quiet and see if
Scruggs would report his find and be-
sides he would tsia action when ne-
cessary. Colonel Tompkins went to
my home with me and there we found
the boy. We asked him about the
matter and he acknowledged that it
was true, but stated that he had done
no great wrong, as Colonel Tompkins
and I saw it—only in deceiving me.
This I reported to the governor on the
following morning, which })la.ced him
in possession of all the facts. The
boy saw how badly I was hurt; he
went up town and wrote me the fol-
lowing next morning:

Dear Pa:—I left you last night before hav-
ing quite regained my equilibrium. I should
have asked you to keep everything from be-
ing known publicly if possible. I know you
well enough to believe you would hang your
own son if he deserved it and possibly 1 de-
serve to have this whole affair published but
my mind i8 too narrow to see much enormity
in it a8 Colonel Tompkins and yourself have
made out to me. The only wrong I see in it
is the fact that I have injured you and the
family in deceiving everybody at the same
time. I wanted to withdraw after you ad-
vised me against such a course, but I had
gone too far in the first place and besides
Julian Yates was receiving commissions from
the Pennsylvania Glass Company, as I hap-
pened to be aware, and why not I7 who was
not connected with the dispensary as close as
he, for he was then acting clerk of the board
of control if I am not mistaken, The only
difiercnce was that he was being aided while
I hustled for myself; for soon after he accpt-
ed the position the board of control adopted
the Pensylvania glass style bottle and you
contracted for about 50 carloads ot bottles
from him. 1 suppose you and Governor
Evans wanted to help out Yates, Why not
help me out? There is a distinction without
o diffcrence. In neither cose was there any
actual wrong, but Barney Evans seemed to
think go, for when he and I were talking of
it in the Senate chamber during the last ses-
sion of the legislature, he was very much
alarmed at the high tone in which 1 was
speaking, fearing that we may be overheard
in what he scemed to consider a plot and [ a
mere matter of business,

Well I made arraogements with Lhe Live
Oak distillery intending it for Barney Evans
and myself, but after being so strenuously
advised by you not to do so, I decided to let
things go as they had gone and tell you and
Barney nothing of it, receiving as a reward
the scorn and condemnation of those now in
possession of the facts.

If you will oblige me so much you will
burn this letter up and let things rest as they
are, for since Barney Evans received nothing
you can not do better than to keep him out
of it and will only injure Governor Evans in
his race for the senate and the Reform party
generally,

1 left home last might because [ Jidn't
want o have this thing thrown in my face
day in and day out for the balance of my life,
28 | knew you would do calling me ““one who
had dragged down the family”” which epithet
no doubt [ deserve. As to what 1 havedon)
with the money, | don't know. IL went
ahont as easily as it came, to—1 don't know
where and L am not as well ot a8 when |
slarted.

Now let me Leg yon lo suppress the facts
a9 much as possible, for the Lhing is done
now aml no good can come from publicity.
It wag o fault of the brain and not of the
lieart. Respeci fally, W.T. M.

This letter I also showed Governor
lﬂ:'ans, who advised e to DE3TROY

(!)lonel Tompkins, as a member of
the State board, and I, as the State
commissioner, had donc our whole
duty when reporting the matter to the
governor and chairman of the board
who, in his oflicial capacity, requested
the matler held back, saying, ‘‘he
would take action al the right time,”
Does lie consider that after holding it
so long, only to those to whom he
gave i, as a slander against me, and
now, after having failed a nomination
in the first primary, the righv time to
give it to the public is late into the
night, just before his second race—too
late to get in a statement from the
other side.

Governor Evans had been endeav-
oring to get me oul of his way for
some time, and now thinking this the
opportunity, he proposed that I should
resign. At first 1 was so humiliated
over the alfair that I consented to do
so, but after mature deliberation, I
determined that to do so would be to
acknowledge my guilt, while I had
done no wrong, and I refused to do so.
Governor Kvans says he had no proot
against me,

Some time in the fall or early winter

of '95, Gov. Evans aﬁuin mentioned
Mill Creek to me and said Hubbell
had been to see him and left prices.
I retorted by saying, ‘‘Why does he
come to you, I am the only y in
this State who can buy whiskies?” He
endeaved to force me to buy from
Hubbell by ordering me to do so, as
his prices werae less than we were pay-
ing. I told him I would suffer remov-
al before I would do so. See below
comparison of prices as given by Gov.
Evans today except the one marked
dispensary prices with & per cent. off,
I cannot get the invoices, but will
have to take Gov. Evans’ prices as cor-
rect. KEvans’ statement of prices:

Hubbell Prices.  Dispensary Prices,
X Bourbon...1.37 X Bourbon...1.40
XX Bourbon..1.53 XX Bourbon..1.57
x Rva--u 0011.1.41 X R Qannsnse II-1-40
XX Ryecesesdl.62 XX Ry€eceasal 06
XXX Rye....2.10 XXX Rye....2.20

Comparison with dispensary prices
as given by Evans with 5 per cent. off
which was demanded and obtained in
each and every instance on above
grades:
X Boavrbon...1.37 X Bouwiboa...1.33
XX Bourbon..1.53 XX B'rbon,1.49.15
Rye..sensesl.4l X Rye.cseese L83
XX Ryesesessl.t2 XX Rye...1.49.05
XXX Rye....2.10 XXX Rye....2.08

ln the matter of the new dispensary
law at the last sesssion, I did oppose it
on business grounds, but when the
governor asked me to withdraw my
opposition as it was an administralion
measure [ did so and published in my
card to Dr. Bates, that I had opposed
the passage of the new law because it
was impracticable and unbusiness
like, but at the request of the governor
I had withdrawn my opposition, but
1 continued to fight his going on the
rd. As to the governor saying to
me that if I did notstop my opposition
*he would indicate to the legislature
the probable cause of my opposition,”
Gov. Evans knows that he never inti-
mated such a thing to me.

The governor says the meeling of
the legislature came and in the ab-
sence of proof direct against Mixson
“I decided 1o drop the matter but to
take away from him any chance of
temptation and recommend the entire
control be taken from his hands, etc.”
The governor had probably forgotten
when he wrote this that he sent his
dispensary m recommending a
new law to the legislature on the 10th
day of February, and I told him of
Scruggs' trip on the night of the 17th
of February, seven days after his mes-
sage had been read to the general as-
sembly.

Whilst my bey did get some money
from the Live Oak people, I never got
a cent of it and knew nothing of it

until the money had all bean squan- | Mar

dered, and I have never received a
cent since I have been in the State dis-
pensary other than my salary. And
now since Governor Evans accuses me
go lavishly of getting the public
money, will he tell us how he ran up
his expense account against the dis-
upder the following circum
stances: In March, 1895, he was go-
ing to Washington. I gave him some
papers to go before the internal reve-
nue collector to have 20 barrels of
whiskey released which had been
seized by the United States govern-
ment. On his return he made an ex-
nse account of $150, approved it
imself and recsived warrant for
same, The records in the dispensary
show this. F. M. Mixsox.

Price Must Advance,

WasHINGTON, Sept. 10.—The cotton
report of the Dzpartment of Agrical-
ture for September shows a decline
from the August condition of the crop,
which was 80.1 to 64,2 ver cent., a de-
cline of 12.9 points. This is the low-
est September condition report in the
last twenty-seven years. The States
aver are as follows: Virginia, 80;
North Carolina, 70; South Carolina,
70; Georgia, 71; Florida, 72; Alabama,
66; Mississippi, 61; Louisiana, 60;
Texas, 62; Arkansas, 60; Tennesses, 61;
Missouri, 81; Indian Territory, 60;
Oklahoma, 65. There hasbeen a gen-
eral decline in the condition of the
cotton crop throughout the cotton belt
in the past month. A few counties
and parishes in Mississippi and Louis-
iana report fairly good crops, but the
complaint is almost universal that the
excessive heat and dry weather have
caused the plant to shed leaves,
blooms and bolls, and that, where
rains have fallen, they have come too
late to be of material benefit. The
plant has consequently matured prem-

aturely and bolls have opened so rap- | 4}

idly that the crop is being gathered
earlier than for many years. Some
counties report that the crop will all
be harvested by October 1, others by
the middle of October. A few coun-
ties in Mississippi report damage to
open cotton by heavy rains. Thestaple
is much lighter than usual in conse:
quence of drought and heat; and the
snedding of leaves and bells will resalt
in material damage to the yield from
the top crop. -
To Be lnvestigated.

Corompia, 8, C., Sept. 10,—-1f what
has been whispered about in the last
few days sincs the revelations made
by Governor Evans asto what certain

ple knowabout the affairs of the
tate dispensary be true, then the
outside world may look lor spicy
reading next week bearing upon the
big State scandal. The State board of
¢ontrol has been called in extra session
to fully investigate the scandal aad
see what is behind it. Clolonel Wilie
Jones, chairman of the State board of
control of the State dispensary, yester-
day notified the four other mambers
of the board that there would be an
exira session on Tuesday night next.
The hirst Tuesday night in each month
is the time for regular meetings. He
was seen by a representative of The
State and asked why he was going to
hold an extra meeting. He replied
that in view of the recent charges
made by Governor Krans against Li-
quor Commissioner Mixson he did not
see how thestate board could do other-
wise tihan investigate the matler.
There wera charges and counler-
charges by Governor Iivans and Com-
missioner Mixson and these naturally
reflected upon the management of the
dispensary. In fact, if charges like
those of Governor Evans had been
made by any reputablecitizen it would
rest on the board to sift the matter.
This investigation was due the board
itself, he said, and due the people of
the State, and due also Commissioner
Mixson. In answerto the question of
what the probable action of the board
would be, he replied that hedid not
know. As chairman of the State
board he [felt that it rested upon him
to assemble the board and let it take
whatever action it saw proper. In
his letter of notification to the board
he made no mention of his reasons for
calling the meeting, but simply

stated that certain business demanded
their immediate attention.
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THE OFFICIAL FIGURES,

———

EARLEHASABOUT THREE THOUSAND
MAJORITY.

—
The Returns Bhow That Evans Practically

Polled His Fall Vote at the First Prima-
ry—Duncan’s Vote and the Surplus Went
to Earle.

CoLumsia, S. C., September 1L.—
The State nas received the complete "
official returns from all the counties
in the State and the tabulation of the -
figures, which have been carefully .
verified, shows a total vote of 83,489,
against 78,231 in the first primary.
Of this vote General Earle has rec2iv-
ed 43,323 against (Governor Kvans's
40,166, leaving him a majority of
3,157. It isa noteworthy fact that -
General Earle’s home countymlgnw
him 3,154, the figures of his final ma-
jority in the whole State lacking but
3 votes, It is one of the curious coin-
cidences that hover around the career
of the lucky man. It was another
curious coincidence that the lastre-
turns to come in last night in offieim
form came from Beaufort, the counfy
in which General Earle is :
court at present, and were con
in apersonal telegram bearing ik
signature of the successful candidate

ore is the table sho the finy
result. The State commitiee ‘mee
tonight to tabulate the returna
clare b"ilel. raa}llt, buththm il'nl
ibility of any change be
mhe table: ;
THE VOTE COMPLETE:
Evans, =
Abbevillesesasssaseesss 1,204

Aikanll'.l'... - 1,465
AndersoNesesisssssesss 1,934
Barnwellieeeeeines soes 1,509
Beaulorfeeessscesseana,s
BﬁrkeleYnnnoiooouoooo - 512
Ch“lamn.l.li...l...I C43
chuwr-lbt AR TE R A LY 96?
Chumrﬁald.l.... LA LA RN ] llm
Clarendon s esesseseses 857
Go].leton... set sssscssnn l,m
Darlington a.neeees cose 1,062
Edgeﬁe d.o..l... ssssen 654
Fairﬁeld...... LA R LT N NN ] m
Florence.. .. sesess ssse 933
Georgabwnli ..l..l.l..‘l 156
Greenville...s ceesesss. 1,778
Hamptoleessesoscasens 745
!‘l'y. Sessssnssntanans 11112
KershawWeesess see 798

mmtu..-... L1l
LB“m-..-...........- 1|
Lexingtonee.. sessennss 1,

113

I0Deassssssssnsssss 1,
Marlbomnttoonnlnnoil. 8*9
Newberryessesesseseais 1,
Oconee.usssscsss sassas 1,009
O'I‘Gngebul'g..uuuuo' Lm .
Plckensuoocu.nonnu.l 793
Richland 713
éhluda.i;....“..".... Ijm
partan sesssnasess 3,840
Sumt&r..l:f?....... asns {
Un:ion..-...-ﬂl... (LR LY I’W'
Williamsburg.s s sessee 1155
York...-..............l 1‘314

Tohlsl.l.l ..lI...l...m‘l

The vote shows that the
Reformers did believe that
diation of Evans would in
form movement, Had the
they would have vote
theydid. They hsve sk
believed that the
movemtqnt would .bs
supporting spme ong
aus. The b?lk of (0"

A8 sssses Snsane

Vi

to elect Judge Earle: to the ONE
came from the Reformers. The fotal =
vote of the State was about 7 per cent.
larger than it was in the first 3
Evans in the frst pri got 38,807;
in the second he polled 40,166, an

increase of only 1,359 votes. Itis
thus seen that he polled noﬁeull{
his whole strength on the ﬂl.:nt L
ry. The Duncan vote and what ex- -
cess there was, went to General Earle,
while he maintained his own strer
He got 31,092 votes in the first prima- -
ry. The Anti-Evans vote was in-
creased by 3,894 votes.

Below is given an interesling table
showing how the several counties vot-
ed. It contains the total vote of both
the first and second primaries, an
gives the increases and decreases in

each county:
18t Pri- 2d Pri- Inc. Dee. .
mare, % :
Abbeville..... 2,975 3,080 114

sen

Bl eesinsne & e

Anderson .... 4,169
Barnwell..... 2,934
Beauforteee... 483
Berkeley ..... 988 1,013
Charleston.... 2,781
chumr!...l LR 1‘603
Chesterfield. .. 1,825
Clarendon.... 1,323
Colleton,esees 2,791
Darlington ... 1,716
Edgefield ..... 1,911
Fairfield...... 1,172
Florence...... 1,631
Georgetown .. 662
Greenville,... 4,261
Hampton,.... 1,340
HOITY.uvenaas 1,916
Kershaw...... 1,621
Lancaster..... 1,964
Laurens ...... 2,488
Lexington.... ?
Marion...ess.
Marlboro veee.
Newberry ..., 1,930
0conee, ... ee 4270
Orangeburg .. 3,108
Picliens sssasy 1'799
Richland .. ..
Sﬂluh& asssnns 1l681
Spartanburg.. 5,283
Sumtier.eseses 1
Union.ll..... 1
Williamsburg. 1,915
Yorklt.. (XL 2,951

103
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TolalS,eesss. 78,221 83,489

The net increass is 5,208,

Gov. livans was seen at his office
yesterday as usu He had but few
callers during the day. He talked in-
teresting about his defeat, but not for
publication. He said, however, that
he had no feeling of resentment
against the people of South Carolina
for defeating him.

Arkansas Rolls '"Em Up.
LirrLE Rock, Sept. 9.—The returns
from the State election, received up to
noon today, show steadily increasing
majorities in the various counties for
the Democratic candidates. Desha
and Newton counties are believed to
be the culy counties which elect full
Republican tickets, while the Populists
are now conlined to Clark county,
where as two years ago, they captured
five representatives in the elngia.hture
and the Republicans four. It will be
at least two weeks before all the re-
turns will be in, but enough is now
known to make the estimate of 65,000
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majority for the Democrats and as-
sured fact. =




